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IE1 The applicant requested examination as to substance on Apr. 24, 2002 and examination has been 
carried out on the above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law 
of the People's Republic of China(hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law"). 

□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 35(2) 
of the Patent Law. 



2. Kl The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in JP on Man 28, 2000 filed in 

filed in on , filed in 

filed in on , filed in 



on 
on 
on 



The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have been made 
under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 

and on , wherein 

and 



3 . □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on 

the amended submitted on 

the amended submitted on 



are not acceptable, 



because said amendments do not comply with 



□Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 
Notification. 



E2I Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed. 
□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

claims , pages of the description and drawings filed on the date of filing, 

, pages of the description and drawings submitted on __ 

, pages of the description and drawings submitted on 



claims^ 
claims 



and the abstract submitted on . 



5. □ This Notification is issued without search reports. 

Ex] This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will be 
used throughout the examination procedure): 



Address: 6 Xi Tu Cheng Lu, Haidian, Beijing 
2201 99.1 



PostCode: 100088 



No. 


Number(s) or Title(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 


1 


JP#^+ 10-021905A 


Date: 23 Month: lYear: 1998 


L 




Date/ Month: Year: 


3 




Date- Month: Year: 


4 




Date: Month: Year: 


5 




Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
13 On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

[3 The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 1 8 of the Implementing Regulations. 
B On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 paragraph 1 

of the Implementing Regulations. 

[3 Claim(s) 1-3.8 does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 ot the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 

Patent Law. . _ 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 ot 

the Patent Law. 

13 Claim(s) 1 does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) I does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

13 Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

7 In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

13 The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 
amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 
Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit sufficient 
reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

8 The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4_montns 
counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the time limit is not 
met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 
(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 ot the Patent 
Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in conformity 
with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed over to 
the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to the Reception 
Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the Patent 

Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 3 pages and the following attachments: 

□ cited reference(s), totaling pages. □ 
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Chinese Patent Application No. 01117863.9 

Text Portion of the Notification of the First Office Action 

As described in the specification, the present invention relates to nickel 
positive electrode active material and nickel metal hydride storage battery. 
After examination, the examiner's comments are as follows. 

1. Claim 1 seeks to protect a nickel positive electrode active material. The 
cited reference 1 (D1, JP#JFF 10-021 905A) discloses a non-sintered type 
nickel electrode for alkaline storage battery, and specifically discloses the 
following technical features (see D1, claim 1, and paragraph 0009-0015): 
the positive electrode active material of alkaline storage battery, such as 
nickel metal hydride storage battery or cadmium nickel storage battery, 
comprises nickel hydroxide particles, cobalt compound containing sodium, 
and metal yttrium or yttrium compound. Clearly, the technical solution of 
claim 1 is disclosed in D1. Moreover, said claim and D1 belong to same 
technical field, and solve same technical problem. Hence, claim 1 does not 
possess the novelty as required by Article 22(2) of the Patent Law. 

2. The additional technical feature of claim 2 is that the rare earth compound 
is at least one selected from the group consisting of yttrium compound, 
lutetium compound and ytterbium compound. But the use of yttrium 
compound has been disclosed in D1 . Hence, when the cited claim does not 
possess novelty, claim 2 does not possess the novelty as required by 
Article 22(2) of the Patent Law, either. 

3. The additional technical feature of claim 3 is that a total amount of the rare 
earth compound is in the range of 0.1 to 4.0 wt% based on the nickel 
hydroxide particles. D1 (see paragraph 0019) discloses that the amount of 
yttrium compound is 3 wt.%. Clearly, the additional technical feature of 
claim 3 has been disclosed in D1. Hence, when the cited claim does not 
possess novelty, claim 3 does not possess the novelty as required by 
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Article 22(2) of the Patent Law, either. 

4. Claim 8 seeks to protect a nickel metal hydride storage battery. D1 also 
discloses a nickel metal hydride storage battery comprising a negative 
electrode composed of a hydrogen-absorbing alloy, a separator, and a 
nickel hydroxide positive electrode containing yttrium compound. Clearly, 
the technical solution of claim 8 is disclosed in D1 . Moreover, said claim 
and D1 belong to same technical field, and solve same technical problem. 
Hence, claim 8 does not possess the novelty as required by Article 22(2) of 
the Patent Law. 

5. Claim 1 does not comply with Article 26(4) of the Patent Law for lack of 
support from the specification. The generic concept "rare earth compound" 
in said claim covers a relatively broader protection scope, which finds no 
basis in the specification. The applicant is invited to specifically define said 
generic concept. 

6. Claims 6 and 7, by additional technical features, further define the features 
"aqueous alkaline solution" and "oxidizing agent" of the cited claim 1. 
However, since the content "by treating... with an aqueous alkaline solution 
and an oxidizing agent" in claim 1 belongs to process feature, which cannot 
serve to restrict a product claim, the further definitions of claims 6 and 7 to 
the process feature take no limiting effect on the product of claim 1 , which 
render said claims unclear. Hence, claims 6 and 7 do not comply with Rule 
20(1) of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

Rejections 7 and 8 are omitted because they are only formality problems 
and may be dealt with at our end without your further instructions. 

Due to the above reasons, the present application cannot be allowed based on 
the present text. The applicant should file the newly amended claims and/or 
specification according to the above comments within the time limit specified in 
the notification. The amendments should comply with Article 33 of the Patent 
Law, i.e., should not go beyond the scope of the disclosures contained in the 
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initial specification and claims. If the applicant fails to overcome the above 
defects or expound sufficient reasons to prove that they are acceptable within 
the time limit specified in the Notification, the present application will be 
rejected. 
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NON-SINTERED TYPE NICKEL ELECTRODE FOR ALKALINE STORAGE BATTERY 



Patent number 
Publication date: 
Inventor: 



Applicant 

Classification: 

- international: 

- european: 
Application number: 

Priority number(s): 



JP1 0021 905 
1998-01-23 

SATOGUCHI KOUSUKE; NIIYAMA KATSUHIKO; TOKUDA 
MITSUNORI; YANO MUTSUMI; NOGAMI MITSUZO; 
YONEZU IKURO; NISHIO KOJI 

SANYO ELECTRIC CO LTD 
H01M4/32; H01M4/52 
JP1 99601 92998 19960703 



Abstract of JP1 0021 905 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a high utilization factor of an active material for a long duration 
by adding a specified compound to nickel hydroxide, which is an active material. 

SOLUTION: In this electrode, a sodiujcontaining cobalt compound powder (B) as a conductive agent and 
a metal yttrium powder and/or its compound powder (C) are added to a nickel hydroxide powder (A), 
which is an active material powder. Consequently, since the conductivity of the electrode is heightened by 
adding B to A t the utilization factor of the active material is high in an initial stage of charging and 
discharging cycles. Moreover, due to the addition (C), cobalt is hardly diffused in the inside of nickel 
hydroxide particles during charging and discharging cycles. Furthermore, since different from the cobalt 
hydroxide powder, (B) itself is a material having high conductivity, the conductivity of the electrode is 
scarcely decreased. Consequently, the electrode exhibits high utilization factor of the active material for a 
long duration not only in the initial stage of the charging and discharging cycles but also the later stages. 

Data supplied from the esp@cenet database - Worldwide 
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